
PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE 
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074 

7 February 2002 

Melvin Troyer 
872 Skunk Run Road 
Mercer, PA 16137-4510 

Dear Melvin, 

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Western Meadowlark in Lake Township 
on 13 March 2000. After careful review, the Committee regrets that it has voted not to accept 
this record. 

One member voted in favor of acceptance and six voted not to accept it. The dissenting 
members placed the record in the Committee's Class IV-B: a record for which there exists 
insufficient evaluation. 

Primarily their concern was the lack of a description of the song besides the brief 
statement that it was "more of a warble than that of the Eastern." This was not enough to give 
us a full understanding of the song. We needed more details describing this vocalization to 
assure ourselves that it was indeed a Western. 

The Committee emphasizes that non-acceptance does not mean the bird was not this 
species, but rather that the details were not sufficient for a conclusive identification. 

We hope this will not discourage you from submitting reports of rarities in the future. 
Mercer County often produces rare visitors to the state, and we urge you to describe them in 
more detail. 

Sincerely, 

(JYaif'. -
For the Committee: 
Paul Hess, Chairman 

Record No. 858-01-2000 
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Record No.:858-01-2000 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Ballot - Round One 

Species: Western Meadowlark (Stumella neglecta) 

Date of Sighting: 13 March 2000 to 13 March 2000 
Location: LAKE TOWNSHIP 
County: MERCER 
Observer(s): Melvin Troyer 

Date of Submission: 2000 
Submitted by: Melvin Troyer 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 
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